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OPG TO DEVELOP RENEWABLE ENERGY MICROGRID AT GULL BAY FN  
Grid will use solar panels and battery storage to reduce diesel use 

 
Thunder Bay – Kiashke Zaaging Anishinaabek (KZA) / Gull Bay First Nation (GBFN) and 
Ontario Power Generation (OPG) are co-developing a microgrid that will use solar, battery 
storage and grid technology to help reduce diesel use at KZA. 
  
The microgrid will integrate renewable solar generation, battery storage and micro grid control 
technology with diesel generators that currently supply the community’s entire energy needs. 
This project will reduce diesel use in the by approximately 110,000 litres each year which 
equates to approximately 340 tonnes of CO2 emissions avoided annually. 
 
OPG will manage the contractors and oversee the development, design, procurement, 
regulatory processes, construction, integration, and commissioning of the microgrid. 
Construction is expected to start in the spring of 2018 and be complete by the end of the year. 
Once operational, KZA will own and operate the microgrid. 
 
OPG has a strong track record in developing and maintaining mutually beneficial working 
relationships with Indigenous communities in Ontario which create economic opportunities, 
training and jobs. Past partnerships include Lac Seul First Nation to build the Lac Seul 
Generating Station (GS) in northwest Ontario, Taykwa Tagamou Nation to build the Peter 
Sutherland Senior GS on New Post Creek in northeast Ontario, and Moose Cree First Nation on 
the $2.8 billion Lower Mattagami River Project. OPG currently working with the Six Nations of 
the Grand River on developing a solar power facility on its former Nanticoke GS site on Lake 
Erie. This microgrid project is OPG’s fifth development project with an Indigenous community 
 
Quotes: 
 
“The Kiashke Zaaging Anishinaabek solar microgrid project reflects our peoples’ connection 
with the Land, and our responsibility as Caretakers on behalf of all living things for Seven 
Generations.  The microgrid project is a game-changer - as Canada’s first fully-integrated solar 
energy-storage system in a remote community.  Through KZA’s ownership of the microgrid, we 
shall replace thousands of liters of dirty diesel fuel with clean solar power, and would be 
honoured to share our experience with off-grid Indigenous communities across Canada. KZA 
expresses deep appreciation to project partners: OPG, the Ontario and Canadian governments 
for supporting a clean energy future. Chi miigwetch.”  

-  Chief Wilfred N. King 
 
“OPG is proud to co-develop this innovative micro-grid with Gull Bay First Nation which will help 
reduce the use of diesel generation in the community and integrate renewable solar generation. 
By working together with the community, this project will provide a long-term energy supply 
solution that is both reliable and environmentally sustainable.”   

- Jeff Lyash, OPG President and CEO 
 
 
 



 
 
“Providing First Nations with a clean and reliable supply of energy is a priority for the Ontario 
government. I applaud the partnership between Ontario Power Generation, the province’s 
largest energy provider, and Gull Bay First Nation to build an advanced renewable microgrid 
that will provide Gull Bay First Nation with a clean supply of electricity. The microgrid will reduce 
Gull Bay First Nation’s reliance on diesel power generation and is already creating job 
opportunities for the community.” 

- Glenn Thibeault, Ontario’s Minister of Energy 
 
“Our government is committed to helping improve the quality of life and supporting economic 
development opportunities in remote First Nations communities. Through our NOHFC 
investment of $2.5 million in a sustainable micro-grid power system, Gull Bay First Nation will 
reduce its dependency on diesel generators, which will benefit the health of residents, lead to 
job creation locally and a cleaner environment for everyone.”  

- Michael Gravelle, Ontario’s Minister of Northern Development and Mines, Chair of 
NOHFC, and MPP Thunder Bay-Superior North 

 
OPG generates safe, clean, reliable, low-cost electricity for Ontario. More than 99 per cent of 
this power is free of smog and carbon emissions. OPG’s power is priced 40 per cent lower than 
other generators, which helps moderate customer bills. 
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For further information, please contact: 
Ontario Power Generation 
416-592-4008 or 1-877-592-4008 
Follow us @opg 

 

 

 

 


